EVIDENCE   OF  DEATH.	Ill
Under certain ^circumstances, even hearsay evidence, as
well as written statements, though otherwise not accepted
in the Jewish law, are admitted as sufficient proof of a
person's death.
C.   CONSEQUENCES   OF  A   PREMATURE   REMARRIAGE.
§ 63.
If the husband whose death had been believed returns-
after his wife's remarriage, she is to leave her first hus-
band as well as the second one. Besides, she forfeits her
dowry (Ketkuba} from the first and the second hus-
band, and her children born' in that second marriage
are regarded as born in adultery. (1)
In view of these disastrous consequences of a prema-
ture remarriage, the wife had to be very careful not to
(i) Tal. Yebamoth, p. 876; Maim. Gerushin X. 5; Eben Ha-Ezer
XVII, 56.—The supposed evidence of the first husband's death hav-
ing thus been proved to be false, it did not dissolve the first marriage ;
hencre the second marriage is void, and to be regarded merely as an
adulterous connection. But neither can the first marriage be continued,,
as by the Jewish Law no man is permitted to continue to live with his
wife after her having committed adultery (see above, p. 27). Although
the law just quoted refers only to voluntary adultery, still its rigor
was also applied to the present case, in order to punish the woman for
her over-hasty remarriage.
In American courts it has been ruled that, to justify a second mar-
riage by the wife, there must be a general report of the husband hav-
ing died at some particular-place, and by some particular means, as
by shipwreck, which the report specifies.
By the statutory law of some of the United States it is provided that,
if a husband or wife, upon any false rumor, in appearance well founded,
of the death of the other, when such other has been absent seven years
(according to some statutes, five, or even two years), shall marry again,,
he or she shall not be liable to the pains of adultery (or bigamy); but
the second marriage is under all circumstances void; the former mar-
riage, however, remains in force. See kent's Comm. II. 79; bishop's.
Marriage and Div. (fourth edition), I. §§ 298 and 710.

